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AT 6:30 PM EVERY EVENING,
Marilyn Perez knows just where to
find her husband Ramón. Out on
the dock—feet on the rail, cigar in
one hand, beer in the other, and
Wheaten Terrier Bogey at his side—
enjoying the glorious sunset over the
bay. But Ramón can enjoy this only
a little while longer…and that’s the
way he and Marilyn planned it. The
dock and view belong to a recently
completed 4-bedroom, 51/2-bath

Mediterranean-style home built on
spec by their Tampa-based company,
HomeWorks Builders. “I love this
view so much, I just can’t stay away,”
explains Ramón.
continued >
Opposite: Located on Davis Islands, the custom-designed residence features a spectacular
view from almost every room, especially from
the second floor balcony that overlooks the
open bay.
Top left: Arched doorways work as a unifying
element throughout the home.
Bottom left: Imported Honduran mahogany
distressed wood floors accent the dining room.
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Located on Davis Islands, this elegant custom-designed residence—
5,256 square feet—priced at $3.8 million, features lots of upgrades and fine
finishes plus a spectacular view from
almost every room, especially the second floor balcony that overlooks the
open bay. “We’re taking a bit of a gamble on this house because it’s not a
trendy McMansion that’s all square
footage. We didn’t want to build a massive home, but focused instead on good
design, modern conveniences and
attention to detail,” notes Ramón.

The Perezes prefer to build only a few
residences each year and treat each one
as if it were their own. The architectural plans and construction were based
totally on concepts provided by HomeWorks’ in-house design team, headed
by Marilyn. “We’re not a production
builder. Each client is assigned a design
professional who works daily with
them, selecting wall colors, flooring,
lighting and appliances, from start to
finish,” she adds. “We never build the
same house twice,” says Ramón. “The
design has to be appealing to my eye or

I can’t get excited about building it. I’m
not going to build a box, like so many
new homes. On this house, for example, we gave up square footage so that
even the side elevations would be
angled for visual interest.”
continued >
Opposite: The home’s 450-bottle wine room
is an attractive and ideal addition for both
storage and entertaining.
Above: Conveniently located close to the
dining room, the controlled climate wine
room boasts an elegant iron and tempered
glass door.
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And visually interesting it is. Street
side, the two-story house fits perfectly
around a huge live oak, as though it had
been there for years. The boosted
Barcelona tile roof adds color and
dimension. Radius top Cantera iron
doors, with glass and copper patina, are
welcoming. Inside, the rooms are comfortably spacious.
French pattern
travertine stone flooring grounds the
main living areas with imported Honduran mahogany distressed wood floors
(6-inch wide planks) accenting the dining room, master suite, den, hallways
and stairs. Smooth finish walls and ceilings provide stark contrast to plank and
beams treatment overhead in the foyer
and family room.
An imported floor to ceiling cast stone
gas fireplace anchors a small living
room/conversation area. “We saw this
piece and absolutely fell in love with it.
We almost built the house around it,”
explains Marilyn, “and definitely waited
many months for it to be installed.”
continued >
Right: The kitchen’s dramatic island countertop is a gorgeous, 9x5-foot piece of Golden
Persian granite, with colors of cream, gold,
russet and deep browns.
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All the bells and whistles
As with most Florida homes, the primary
activity areas—the kitchen and family
room—are in the rear, leading out to the
pool and waterfront. The efficient
kitchen is not only beautiful but also well
designed for entertaining or just plain
cooking. The dramatic island countertop
is a gorgeous, 9x5-foot unseamed piece
of Golden Persian granite, with colors of
cream, gold, russet and deep browns.
The Viking 48-inch gas stove sits
beneath a custom-designed hood vent
built of off-white and sand-colored
travertine stone mosaic to match the
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backsplash. At easy reach on both sides
of the range are pullout spice racks; facing is a Thermador warming drawer/convection oven in the island. Custommade cabinetry encases a side by side
Sub-Zero refrigerator/freezer with drawers below, a Sharp microwave drawer (the
latest thing!), a Bosch dishwasher and a
GE Monogram wine cooler. A double
sink accompanied by an extra-large vegetable sink on the island, both of biscuittinted porcelain, each have oil-rubbed
bronze fixtures, as does the cabinetry.
The family room is dominated by a
floor to ceiling custom cabinet that houses
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a 57-inch Fujitsu Plasmavision TV and
other audio/visual equipment. Nearby is
a 450-bottle wine room with door made
of iron with tempered glass, custom
artistic finishes inside, wood racks, low
lighting and a controlled climate.
continued >
Above: The open family room is highlighted
by cabinetry housing a 57-inch Fujitsu
Plasmavision TV.
Opposite: An upper level sitting area provides
a quite space for reading or conversation.
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To the left, rich radius top customdesigned stained double doors form an
arched entry into a grand master suite
with delightful artistic finishes on the
walls and beadboard ceiling. In the master bath, light shining through a dramatic diamond design leaded glass window produces colorful rainbows to
welcome the morning. Two other baths
have similar windows. The spa-like
bathing area combines a rainhead
shower, hand-held showerhead, body
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jets and steam shower with large
whirlpool tub. The dressing area exemplifies luxury and convenience: a built-in
automatic coffeemaker, a pullout television disguised behind a mirrored door, a
three-way full-length mirror, and custom-designed cabinetry throughout.
The master closet features bench seats,
shoe racks and a unique double hanging
system with pull-down rods to make
clothing selections easier.
Right: Morning coffee can be enjoyed in
the comfortable sitting area in the master
bedroom.
Below: Windows in the first floor master
bedroom offer an uncompromising view.
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Upstairs are other bedrooms, a game
room and office area. The house is designed
so that part of it can be partitioned off
into separate living areas if needed.
A delightful second-floor balcony
overlooks a relaxing pool area with stone
decking, a raised spa, and a wall with
water fountains. An unusual feature is
the 3x31-foot sun shelf that allows sunbathing while remaining cool in the
water. And just to make sure a lazy
afternoon is not compromised by actually moving, this pool has a floating,
wireless PDA (pool digital assistant)
remote to change water temperature,
turn on/off the spa and even trigger the

extensive lighting system at night. A
large covered lanai at the rear of the
house showcases a fully equipped outdoor kitchen with gas grill, rotisserie,
icemaker and beverage center. How
could life be much better?
continued >
Left: The spa-like bathing area combines a
rainhead shower, hand-held showerhead,
body jets and steam shower.
Below: An expansive double vanity in the
master bath offers plenty of storage space
for grooming necessities, towels and linens.
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Beyond appearances
This fantastic house doesn’t just look
good, it’s “smart” too. A smart house is
the latest thing in upscale residences.
It’s more cost-effective to install a structured wiring system during the construction phase, so electrical, cable and
distributed audio lines can be placed
exactly where needed. As a result, this
home is so “smart” that video and music
from different sources can play throughout the house at the same time. Numerous security cameras can be installed.
Lighting can be preset for various activities: a small dinner or an outdoor cocktail party…or a midnight raid on the
fridge. A favorite of Marilyn’s is the
security lighting system for vacations—
at the click of the car remote, the lights
in the house will repeat the same pattern
in which they were turned off and on for
the previous two weeks, just as if you
were still home.
A custom home requires the homeowner’s attention to detail as well, since
there can be ninety or more decisions to
make during the process. To insure that
HomeWorks staff and the owners are
up-to-date regarding changes and their
impact on the final cost, Ramón provides secure online access to the itemized project budget and trains his clients
how to use it. For major changes or
upgrades, Marilyn, also a realtor, advises
on comparable value and effect on
future resale.
Gracious and livable, this HomeWorks
residence is a perfect example of Ramón
and Marilyn Perez’ dedication to quality,
passion for the personal touch and commitment to a positive homebuilding
experience.
Top right: An imported floor to ceiling cast
stone gas fireplace anchors a small living
room/conversation area.
Right: Both day and night, the home’s pool
area is a dramatic escape from the everyday.
Top opposite: The pool area provides a
picture perfect view of the open bay.

106 h o u s e t r e n d s

|t|

december 2006/january 2007

RESOURCES
BUILDER:
HomeWorks Builders
ARCHITECT:
Gritton & Associates Architects, LLC
CABINETRY:
PLG Custom Cabinets Inc.
FURNITURE:
Deborah S. White, Preferred Homes
STRUCTURED WIRING,
CENTRAL VACUUM, SECURITY:
Jason Bellanti,
Unlimited Home Technologies
COUNTERTOPS:
Ramos Marble and Granite
LIGHTING FIXTURES:
David Moffatt, World of Lighting
ARTISTIC PAINT AND FINISHES:
James Spruill
LANDSCAPING:
Katie Gibbons, Gardens by Design
PLUMBING FIXTURES:
Eurobath Decorative Hardware
and Fixtures Inc.
ROOFING:
Dockside Roofing, Inc.
LANDSCAPE LIGHTING:
Aurora Outdoor
PAINTING:
Morelia Painting
WOOD FLOORS:
Through the Woods
Fine Wood Floors, Inc.
TRIM AND MILLWORK:
Brent Ruberg and Mark Johnson
INTERIOR CAST STONE:
Dimensional Keystone, Inc.
LAND ACQUISITION:
Johnson Residential
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